




















From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov 
Sent: Tuesday, February 21, 2017 4:18 PM 
To: FINTestimony 
Cc: ndownes@legacyoflifehawaii.org 
Subject: *Submitted testimony for HB92 on Feb 23, 2017 12:00PM* 
 

HB92 
Submitted on: 2/21/2017 
Testimony for FIN on Feb 23, 2017 12:00PM in Conference Room 308 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position 
Present at 

Hearing 

Nancy Downes Legacy of Life Hawaii Support No 

 
 
Comments:  
 
Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly 
identified, or directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to 
the committee prior to the convening of the public hearing. 
 
Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email 
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov 
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February 23, 2017 at 12:00 PM 
Conference Room 308 !
House Committee on Finance !
To: Chair Sylvia Luke 
 Vice Chair Ty J.K. Cullem !
Re: Testimony in Support 

HB 92 HD1, Relating to Long-Term Care Facilities !
Hale Makua Health Services is the main provider of skilled and long-term nursing ser-
vices on Maui, I am writing today to express support my support of HB92 HD1, which 
would increase nursing home payments in the Department of Human Services’ budget 
for the Medicaid program.   !
This bill is critical to supporting long-term care services in Hawaii that will help our 
nursing homes continue to provide high-quality care to our kupuna.  While payments 
from the Medicaid program have stagnated or declined, costs have gone up at Hale 
Makua.  These losses are not sustainable, and relief can be provided through this ap-
propriation.  This is because other programs that support long-term care facilities, 
such as the Nursing Facility Sustainability Program, do not fully cover payment short-
falls from the Medicaid program.  In fact, in 2015, the payment shortfalls even after 
the sustainability program was included totaled $16.5 million industry-wide. !
Without an increase in our Medicaid rates, it is becoming harder and harder to make 
ends meet to provide care to the most vulnerable in our community.  While we pro-
vide care primarily for kupuna, we also provide care to young adults recovering from 
substance abuse issues and homeless individuals.  If we find ourselves in a position 
where we have to reduce services, the impact to the community will be undeniable. 
Maui Memorial Medical Center will have an even harder time discharging their pa-
tients, which would limit the number of available beds for the rest of the community.   !
I would like to thank the committees for the opportunity to support HB 90 with 
amendments. This legislation would extend the Nursing Facility Sustainability Pro-
gram, which has helped Hawaii nursing homes offset some of the losses they incur 
taking care of the most vulnerable in our state. We humbly request your support in 
amending this measure to authorize the program for two years instead of one, as the 
bill is currently written. !



I would conclude by asking for your support on this important issue by ensuring that 
this funding is preserved in the budget bill to help ensure that all residents have ac-
cess to needed long-term care services in Hawaii.   !
Thank you for your consideration of this important matter.



 

 
HAWAII CHAPTER – AMERICAN PHYSICAL THERAPY ASSOCIATION 

 
(800) 554-5569 x13  •  www.hapta.org  •  info@hapta.org 

 
 

HB 92hd1, Relating to Long Term Care Facilities 
House FIN Committee Hearing 

Thurs, Feb. 23, 2017 – 12:00 pm 
Room 308 

Position:  Support 
 
 Chair Luke and Members of the House FIN Committee: 
 
 I am Gregg Pacilio, PT and Board President of the Hawaii Chapter of the American Physical 
Therapy Association, a non-profit professional organization serving more than 300 member 
Physical Therapists and Physical Therapist Assistants.  Our members are employed in hospitals 
and health care facilities, the Department of Education school system, and private practice.   
We are movement specialists and are part of the spectrum of care for Hawaii, and provide 
rehabilitative services for infants and children, youth, adults and the elderly.  Rehabilitative 
services are a vital part of restoring optimum functioning from neuromusculoskeletal injuries 
and impairments.  
 
HAPTA supports providing an inflationary adjustment to the long-term care reimbursement 
methodology for Medicaid patients. Providing appropriate funding to cover costs adequately 
in these facilities will improve staff allocation and has the potential to decrease fall risk. The 
cost of providing care increases with inflation, and payment allocation should reflect this.  
 
Physical therapists are part of the interdisciplinary team of many long term care hospitals. The 
services and patients provided by these facilities are very important to society and our 
community. Adequate care should be supported and expected from these facilities which 
means the funds provided should allow for good care.  
 
Your support of HB92hd1 is appreciated.  Thank you for the opportunity to testify.  Please feel 
free to contact Abi Leddy, HAPTA’s Elder Care Chair at (214) 883-8329 for further information.  
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February 23, 2017 at 12:00 PM
Conference Room 308

House Committee on Finance

To: Chair Sylvia Luke
 Vice Chair Ty J.K. Cullem

Re: Testimony in Support
HB 92 HD1, Relating to Long-Term Care Facilities

Hale Makua Health Services is the main provider of skilled and long-term nursing
services on Maui, I am writing today to express support my support of HB92 HD1, which
would increase nursing home payments in the Department of Human Services’ budget
for the Medicaid program.

This bill is critical to supporting long-term care services in Hawaii that will help our
nursing homes continue to provide high-quality care to our kupuna.  While payments
from the Medicaid program have stagnated or declined, costs have gone up at Hale
Makua.  These losses are not sustainable, and relief can be provided through this
appropriation.  This is because other programs that support long-term care facilities,
such as the Nursing Facility Sustainability Program, do not fully cover payment shortfalls
from the Medicaid program.  In fact, in 2015, the payment shortfalls even after the
sustainability program was included totaled $16.5 million industry-wide.

Without an increase in our Medicaid rates, it is becoming harder and harder to make
ends meet to provide care to the most vulnerable in our community.  While we provide
care primarily for kupuna, we also provide care to young adults recovering from
substance abuse issues and homeless individuals.  If we find ourselves in a position
where we have to reduce services, the impact to the community will be undeniable.
Maui Memorial Medical Center will have an even harder time discharging their patients,
which would limit the number of available beds for the rest of the community.

I would like to thank the committees for the opportunity to support HB 90 with
amendments. This legislation would extend the Nursing Facility Sustainability Program,
which has helped Hawaii nursing homes offset some of the losses they incur taking care
of the most vulnerable in our state. We humbly request your support in amending this
measure to authorize the program for two years instead of one, as the bill is currently
written.
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I would conclude by asking for your support on this important issue by ensuring that this
funding is preserved in the budget bill to help ensure that all residents have access to
needed long-term care services in Hawaii.

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter.
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